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Grammatical term:

Explanation:
Example:
Active voice
Most verbs in any text are expressed in the active voice. It is easily recognised since the subject and ‘do-er’ or ‘be-er’ of the action are the same.
The girl closed the door.
The kitten unravelled the ball of wool. 
Tom has smashed the pane of glass.
Adjective
A word to describe a noun.

The surest way to identify adjectives is by the ways they can be used: 
· before a noun, to make the noun’s meaning more specific (i.e. to modify the noun), or 
· after the verb to be, as its complement.
Happy, grand, silly, unbelievable, terrifying
Adverb
The surest way to identify adverbs is by the ways they can be used: 
· they can modify a verb, an adjective, another adverb, or
· even a whole clause.
Walked quickly 
Ate messily 
Patiently sitting
Arriving soon
adverbial 
An adverbial is a word or phrase that is used, like an adverb, to modify a verb or clause. Of course, adverbs can be used as adverbials, but many other types of words and phrases can be used this way, including preposition phrases and subordinate clauses. 
The bus leaves in five minutes. [preposition phrase as adverbial: modifies leaves] 

She promised to see him last night. [noun phrase modifying either promised or see, according to the intended meaning]

She worked until she had finished. [subordinate clause as adverbial]
Antonym
A word meaning the opposite as another word.
Big/small 
Happy/sad
Apostrophes
Apostrophes have two completely different uses: 

· showing the place of missing letters (e.g. I’m for I am)
· marking possessives (e.g. Hannah’s mother).
I’m going out and I won’t be long. [showing missing letters] 

Hannah’s mother went to town in Justin’s car. [marking possessives]
Articles
Articles are words that appear before nouns to indicate whether the noun is specific or general. 
· the (definite) 
· a or an (indefinite)
The dog found a bone in an old box.
Command
A sentence which commands an action or follow up.
Put that book down!
Please switch on the radio.
Conjunction
Expresses a time, a place or a cause. Used to link clauses in a sentence. Can be coordinating – there are only 7 coordinating conjunctions: For And Nor But Or Yet So (FANBOYS!) or subordinating conjunctions – because, however, although, despite etc.
when, before, after, while, so, because.
































Contraction
A contraction is a shortened or simplified form of a word attached to the preceding word. Verbs in their contracted form use an apostrophe in place of any omitted letters. This is often referred to as an apostrophe for omission and is more typically found in informal writing.
• I’m so excited. (I am) 
• They’ve decided to go by train. (They have) 
• He’d love to come too. (He would) • We’re off to the beach. (We are)
• It’s a fabulous day. (It is) 
• Who’s got the picnic? (Who has) 
• I would’ve come but I have to cook dinner. (would have) 
• She’ll catch you up later. (She will) • Tim’ll catch the ball. (Tim will)
Coordinating conjunction 
A word to add more information to a simple sentence
for       and      nor    but   or     yet    so (FANBOYS!)
Determiner
Is the word before a noun. Can be an article (A, AN or THE) a quantifier (TWO, SEVEN, TWELVE) a possessive (THEIR, HIS, MY) or a demonstrative (THIS, THAT, THESE, THOSE)
A good teacher motivates her pupils. 
An angry dog barked. 
Those cakes are delicious.
Exclamation
A sentence which is often followed by an exclamation mark (!) because it may be surprising, loud or amusing.
Help! 
BANG! 
Ouch!
Look out!
Modal verb
A verb indicating possibility but not certainty.
would 
should
could 
ought 
might 
may
Non-standard English
Non-standard English is a variety of English that incorporates the linguistic features of a specific local dialect. It is not generally used in formal speech and writing, except in informal dialogue. It may be linked to a region, but can be spoken with any accent.

Noun
Used after a determiner such as ‘the’ 
Often an object or used to name something
Common noun – cat 
Proper noun – Hexham 
Abstract noun – love 
Noun phrase
A noun phrase typically consists of a noun that is modified by other words such as articles, adjectives, additional nouns or preposition phrases.
•The shed 
• The blue shed 
• The blue garden shed 
• The blue garden shed behind the rose bushes
Object
The object is a noun that refers to a person or thing, other than the subject, which is involved in or affected by the action of a verb. The verb’s object normally follows it.
•  He ate the tomato.

• We liked her.
Prefix
A prefix is a letter or string of letters which is added to the beginning of a root word in order to modify or change its meaning.
• appear / disappear 

• take / retake / undertake
































Preposition
Expresses time, place or cause within a sentence. Shows an object’s position.
under, over, next to, behind, before, between
Pronoun
A word used to replace a noun.
it
he
she
we
they
us
that
Passive and active voice



Sentences written in the active voice begin with a subject and are commonly used. The subject does the action.

In the passive voice, the subject has the action done to it.
Active voice: 
Mrs Roff ate the chocolate cake. 

Passive voice: 
The chocolate cake was eaten by Mrs Roff. 
The chocolate cake was eaten.
Past progressive
Verbs referring to actions in the past that are still in progress.
I am playing the guitar (present progressive) 
Present progressive
Verbs referring to actions in the present that are in progress.
I was playing the guitar (past progressive)
Question
A sentence which uses a question starter (for example who, which, why) followed by a question mark (?) to ask for a response. Can include a question tag on a statement to turn it into a question such as: It’s sunny today, isn’t it?
Where is my brother? 
Do you like cheese?
Why did you enjoy that novel?
Relative clause
Part of a sentence beginning with a relative pronoun such as: who, which, where, when, whose or that
Mark is my friend who likes pizza. 

Oxford Street, which is very busy around Christmas time, is a popular shopping destination.
Relative pronoun

who, which, where, when, whose or that
Simple past tense 
Verbs in the past tense in its simplest form referring to an action which happens, or that has happened once.
I played the piano. (simple past)
Simple present tense
Verbs in the past or present tense in its simplest form referring to an action which happens, or that has happened once.
I play the piano. (simple present)
Standard English
This is the variety of the English language that is generally used for formal purposes in speech and writing. It is not the English of any particular region and it can be spoken with any accent.

Subject
The subject is the noun, pronoun or noun phrase that stands before a verb, and which is involved in subject-verb agreement. It normally expresses the ‘do-er’ or ‘be-er’ of the verb.
• We were going shopping. 

• Zak is tired.
































Subordinate clause
A clause adding additional information to a main clause. Can go before or after a main clause.
We had to come inside in order to continue the game because it was raining. 

When it’s warm again, we can continue outside.
Subjunctive verb forms
A formal tone of speaking or writing often using a modal verb in a sentence when talking about events that are not certain to happen. Used in Standard English.
If I were to win the lottery, I would buy a new house. (Instead of ‘I was’) 

If I were you, I would put my coat on.

He ought to be happy. (Instead of ‘he is’) 

It’s important that they be organised. (Instead of ‘they are’)
Suffix
A suffix is a letter or string of letters that is added to the end of a root word in order to modify or change its meaning. Suffixes are used in inflections (e.g. walked, birds) and also in deriving new words, often with a change of word class. 
• teach / teacher (changes verb into noun) 

• terror / terrorise (changes noun into verb) 

• beauty / beautiful (changes noun into adjective)
Verb
A verb is a word that can be inflected for tense and expresses an action, an event, a process, a sensation or a state of being.

• Modal verbs are a type of auxiliary verb that expresses degrees of possibility, probability and certainty. 

The core modal verbs are: can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would, must.
• They crossed the river. 

• The bell rang loudly. 

• The staff made a decision. 

• He worried about his homework. 

• I am very good at mathematics.
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