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Marley was dead, dead as a
doornail. All that remained of
the firm of Scrooge and Marley
was Ebenezer Scrooge.
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“A Merry Christmas, Uncle!” ey U P

cried a cheerful voice suddenly, [ «Come, why not eat with us
was Scrooge’s nephew, Fred. comorrow?”

“Bah, humbug!” said Scrooge.

«Good afternoon!” Scrooge

replied, returning to his books.
What right have

you o be mermy?
You're poor!

What right have
you to be miserable?
You're rich!

As Fred left, two other men

“If I had my way,” Scrooge came 1, collecting for t—,}:ealzizg
added, “every idiot who said “ Are there no prisons: s
‘Merry Christmas’ would be Scrooge. “No workhouses;’ pay
cooked with his own cake!” for those. That'’s enough.
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The men went out into the
bitterly cold afternoon, shaking
their heads. A little later, a scruffy
boy paused by Scrooge’s office and
i began to sing.

God bless you, merry gentlemen...

But one look at Scrooge and he

fled without finishing the verse.

Finally, it was time to go hom_e.
“you'll want the whole day off

tomorrow, I suppose?” Scrooge

snapped at Bob.
“If it’s convenient,” said Bob.

“It isn’t. Be here all the earlier

the day after.”
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which once belonged to Marley-
10 |




A Christmas Carol book - Ch 1-3.notebook November 11, 2021

Chapter 2

Marleys ghost




A Christmas Carol book - Ch 1-3.notebook November 11, 2021

|

Chapter 2

Marley’s ghost

The door knocker on this house was
not unusual, just large. But, as

Scrooge put his key in the door, the
knocker changed into Marley's face.
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W ithout warning, an old bell
began to ring. It started quietly but
soon rang loudly, along with every
other bell in the house. Suddenly,
che bells stopped. A clanking noise
followed, as if someone in the cellar
was dragging a chain.

Startled, Scrooge turned his key
and went in. Was the back of
Marley’s head sticking out into the
hall? No, he saw only screws.

“Pah, humbug!” he said, closing
the door with a bang. But he
checked all his rooms, just in case,
before he got ready for bed.
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Then, slowly, something came
through the door...
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“Mercy!” cried Scrooge. “Why do
you trouble me?” Again, the ghost
shook its chains. “And why are you
chained up?” Scrooge added.
“These chains are a punishment
for my selfish life,” said the ghost.
“There are some waiting for you,

too, and getting heavier every day.”

But you were so
good at business!

Scrooge could not believe it.
“Why don’t you believe your
eyes?” asked the ghost.

“Because even an upset stomach
can disturb the senses,” Scrooge told
him. “Maybe the milk was sour and
it's giving me a nightmgre.”

~The ghost let out a frightful cry
and rattled its chains.

14 i

care of others.
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= tonight to warn

3 "@u,'“ said the ghost. “You might

escape my fate.”

Scrooge looked relieved.

“you will be haunted by three
spirits,” the ghost went on.

“I think I'd rather not,”

H said Scrooge.

The ghost ignored
him and headed for

the window.

Expect the first
spirit when the clock

chimes one.

Scrooge closed the window and
checked his door. It was still
locked. “Humb—"he began, but
the word stuck in his throat.,

Worn out — partly from shock,
partly because it was two in the
morning — Scrooge fell into bed.
He was asleep in an instant.

November 11, 2021
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Ché];)ter 3

The first spirit

Scrooge awoke in total darkness.

To his surprise, a clock chimed
twelve. He lay awake, fearfully
counting down the next hour. On
the stroke of one, a hand drew

18

| back the curtain around his bed...

November 11, 2021

Scrooge gasped. He was
face with the strangest creature he
had ever seen. A light shone out of
.ts head and it carried a cap like a
candle snuffer.

“Are you the spirit I was told
about?” he asked.

“1 am!” said the

ghost, softly.
“I'm the
Ghost of
Christmas
Past...
your
DASE:

Rise and walk
with me!

| 1
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Before he knew it, they were-f

back in a busy city and entering a

| ISL;rooge clung to the spirit as he
floated through the window and

out... nOt 1Nt0 the foggy city but a warehguse, where a party was in
bright, cold day in the country. full swing. |

«I was a boy here,” Scrooge cried. “And here 1 was an’qpprentlce!"
The ghost took him to his old cried Scr.oo'ge. “There’s my master,
schoolroom where a lonelg bOl_,] old Fezziwig. He made us so
sat alone. happy...”

| wish | had . Why didn't |

At wish Bob a "Meitry
given the Tr?::wol poy ] M Christmas™?
something... . x
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The scene c’hahge-'-’ nd Scrooge
found himself in a comfy room,
filled with children. There was his

old love, now married to another

S 'ed, leaving Scroogé

.rl
e. There was

” and the spirit outsid Chere v
the yound Scrooge again, sitting
beside a beautiful girl.

I cannot marry you,” she said,

“You love money more

sadly.
than you love me.”

Spiitl Show me i
nomore.. &/ One shadow
more. Watch!

me! | cannot

Spirit, remove | ¢ mYYS N
bear it. ‘

This Is what
happened. Do not
blame me!
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The spirit sank down and
Scrooge sank into a deep sleep:

24
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