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Lhe second spirit
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hapter 4

The second spirit

Scrooge woke up, back in bed,
as a clock struck one. He sat up

nervously but nothing happened.

He flung back his curtains. No
one was there.
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Come in and know.
me better! | am the Ghost |
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Scrooge followed the ghost
through streets full of })cohlc, “Here's {GiSy
preparing for Christmas. Finally cried the two
they came to Bob Cratchit’s hou;e

,

where Mrs. Cratchit was getting

youngest, as Bob
came in, carrying
; his invalid son.
the Christmas dinner ready. Soon, everyone Was enjoying the
T o : feast. It was a small meal for such
v a large family but no one would
have dreamed of saying so.

Where are your
father and Tiny Tim?

A Merry Christmas
to us all!
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“.\llll'll.” \tlltl Y FrooOg¢ ~,:,“|l|(.“|
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“tell me if Tiny Tim will live "

‘I see an empry seat,” said the

ghost. “If things stay as they are,

he will die.”

SCrooge fels but then he
heard his 1 .

“To Mr. § rovided By now, it was getting dark.
our feast! The (:]hOSt led Scrooge back

“Proy 4 outside, into the bustling Strects.
snorted —— They flew to quieter, emptier e
here. | . f muy pl(lCCS... but eVCfHWhem Scro:gu'lt
mindiss sawpeopleﬁ.lllofChnStmaS P
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In the midst of the gloom,
Scrooge heard a hearty laugh. It
was his nephew Fred. They had

arrived in the middle of Fred’s
Christmas dinner party.
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“I teel sorry for Scrooge,”
Fred. “Now, how about
blind man’s buff?”

One game followed by |
another. Scrooge 2 ¥

said
game of animal?

Does it
live in the

rew so excited
9 ; country? 4

he joined in,
though no one
could see or
hear him.

Scrooge wanted to stay until the
last guest left, but the ghost said
no. “Just one more game then,”
Scrooge pleaded. “It’s a new one
called “Yes and No’.”
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“Scrooge it is!” cried Fred. «
] wish him a Merry Christmas,
whatever he is.”

| Before Scrooge could wish Fred
the same, the ghost had whisked
him away. They went all over the

And |

_ But the ghost was
- growing old.
“My life is
brief,” the spirit
explained. “It
ends at

. Ve
.
]
oy

world, finding rejoicing and hope.

midnight.”
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Already the clo
chree quarters p

“Forgive me 1€
Scrooge, “but is
in l_.]()ur rob&s?’-!? v

“Look,” the
revealing two
children. o
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' NOWhere ¢, go»”

Ic.

~ 10 prisong) No
Juses?” the Spirit replieg
'J SCrooge’s owp words,

The clock struck twel
SPirit vanished, As the last chip,

died away, Scrooge saw q hooded
phantom coming closer.

Ve Qnd th(-

[
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Chapter S

Lhe last spirit
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Clll(_li-) ter j

The last spirit

The phantom floated silently up to

Scrooge.
“Are you the Ghost of Christmas

Yet To Come?” he asked.
The phantom said nothing, but
pointed its ghostly hand.
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“Ghost of the t‘uture,'

Cried
C rooge,

"I fear you

other, but I shql] 90 with yoy

Staying silent, the ghost glideq
off. As Scrooge followed, o city

seemed to spring up around them.

| don't know
much. | only know |
he's dead. #

| wondey
Who he left his
money to?

o’
) ‘ No one liked him,

40

more thqp any
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They left the crowds and went to
a part of town Scrooge hcu.:l mle{ver
visited. As they entered a junl
<tore, three people came in with

things to sell.

| have a
pencil case and
a brooch.
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I've sheets,
tfowels, two teaspoons
and some boots.

- ——

Scrooge was |

things had bee

man s houst

11

I

1“

e)uuinl

by

i

See — his bed
curtains! | fook ‘em
down while he was

lying there.

Qe

 dead

[ his

spoke, the scene changed.
Now, they were in a bedroom. A
dead man lay on the bed, alone

r a cat and some rats. The
pointed to the man’s
Scrooge couldn’t look.

As he

but fo
phantom
face, but . |

“Is no one moved by this man's

death?” he begged.

November 07, 2021
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The phantom spread out hjs dark
robe for a second. When he drey it scrooge. “Let
back, Scrooge saw a room where a
man and wife were talking.

“We owe him so much money,”
the woman said. “It would takeq
miracle to soften his heart.”

“It’s past softening,” replied her
husband, cheerfully. “He's dead!”

November 07, 2021
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pse 1 g " 3
o :

As Scrooge watched them, e
had the teeling that the phangoy, ook Scrooge
was about to leave, | “He lies he

“Betore you qo, tell me, who was Silently, the ¢
the man on the bed?” he begged. graveston:

i
. e {,_‘
-~ ﬁ: >'

>

L '.-
¢ ol
L et
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Trembling all over, Scrooge crept
up to the gravestone and read the
name upon it.

November 07, 2021
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Chapter 6

Merry Christmas!
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Chapter 6

Merry Christmqgs!

L

He was back in his own bed.

“Ha!” he laughed. “I'm as light
as a feather, as merry as a school
boy. Thank you, Marley! From
now on, I'll keep Christmas in my
heart all year round.”

50
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“I do
what day it is. 1
don’t know what
month it is! |
don’t care,” he
babbled. Just
then, the church
bells rang out.
Scrooge raced to
his window.

The spirits had done all their
work in one night.

51
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1
.\‘il I.l"“l('('hllt l\-ll'(l (“](I SCINt []l(-
_ hen : g
i N \)(]f 1 VY returned wich ¢he
j e . : turkey, ge i
curkey. I'll send it to Bob g - SHPEE bird

was huge. " Will you deliver i for
me?” he asked, chuckling some
more. “You'll need a cab.”

Cratchit.” he said to himself and

rubbed his hands with glee. “I¢g

cwice the size of Tiny Tim!”

And he paid the boy, foun
| cab and went back inside, still
~ chuckling. He chuckled until the
tears rolled down his cheeks.

53
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At last, he was dressed in his best
and outside. He looked so cheerful
chat several people said, “Morning
sir! Merry Christmas!” Scrooge
thought those the most beautiful
words he had ever heard.

.-w/; \\'

He hc one far when he met
the men nad been collecting
for the poor the dag before.

“Merry Christmas!” he cried, The
two men looked shocked. Was this
Scrooge?

Forgive me for -
being so rude. Come to
my office and I'll make it

up fo you.

November 07, 2021
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) better, Scrooge went to

Feelinc
nd then for a walk. He

church a
had never felt so happy.
[n the afternoon, he went to his

nephew Fred’s house. He went up

<o the door a dozen times before he {

dared knock. [
Fred welcomed him to the party

with such delight, Scrooge felt at

home in five minutes.
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[c was @ wonderful party. Bus “It's on | year,” said Bak
Scrooge was at work early next “I'll tell at I'm going to
lay i{v wanted to catch Bob do.” Scroo on, poking him
L . I I |
Cratchit coming in late. And he in the ribs, 4oIng to raise your
salary. Merry Christmas, Bob!

did. Bob was nearly twenty
Now, put some more coal on the

minutes late. “ v - |
fire before you pick up your quill!”

And just what ™\ e
do you mean o=
by this?

|, er, are you

|\ sure? On! y

Scrooge pretended to be furious.
for it any

“I'm not going to stand

longer! Step into my off

58
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Scrooge promised to take care of
Bob and his family, and he was as
qood as his word. To Tiny Tim —
who did not die — he was a second
father. Not only that, he became

a good friend to all who lived in

his town.

Hello
scrooge! Hello Tim!
Lovely day!

Some people laug o seethe

Cl'lL][lg(:' in him. Scrooge just let

them laugh. He didn't care. He
knew laughing was good for them
and his own heart laughed with

November 07, 2021
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He never saw the

lgain
but it was always s: im thq,
he knew how to hax ly
Christmas. May that ue of q]

of us. And so, in the words of Tiny
Tim, “God bless us, every one!”
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