
Year 5 – Summer Block 1 – Commas

Step 1: Using Commas In 

Lists, Adverbials and 

Clauses



Introduction

Tick the statements which are true.

I should use a comma to separate items in a list.

I should use a comma at the end of a sentence.

I should use a comma to replace a conjunction.

I should use a comma to mark clauses.
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Tick the statements which are true.

I should use a comma to separate items in a list. 

I should use a comma at the end of a sentence.

I should use a comma to replace a conjunction.

I should use a comma to mark clauses. 



Parenthesis is a word, phrase or sentence that is put in writing as extra information or an 
afterthought. If the parenthesis is taken away, the passage would still be complete 
without it

Underline where a comma has been used for parenthesis. 

Circle where a comma has been used to separate a clause.

A. Having already run ten miles that morning, Dan didn’t 

feel like walking the dog in the afternoon.

B. Dan, who was 17, wanted to run his first marathon by 

the end of the year.



Varied Fluency 1

Underline where a comma has been used for parenthesis. 
Circle where a comma has been used to separate a clause.

A. Having already run ten miles that morning, Dan didn’t 

feel like walking the dog in the afternoon.

B. Dan, who was 17, wanted to run his first marathon by 

the end of the year.



Varied Fluency 2

True or false? 
The comma has been used to show parenthesis.

The house on the hill, which was very spooky, looked like it hadn’t 

been lived in for a long time.



Varied Fluency 2

True or false? 
The comma has been used to show parenthesis.

The house on the hill, which was very spooky, looked like it hadn’t 

been lived in for a long time.

True because if the information within the commas was removed the 

sentence would still make sense



Varied Fluency 3

How have the commas been used correctly in the sentences 
below?

A. They were all still so hungry, even though they had just eaten a 

huge meal.

B. The mountains, which were separated by a river, dominated the 

landscape..



Varied Fluency 3

How have the commas been used in the sentences below?

A. They were all still so hungry, even though they had just eaten a 

huge meal.

B. The mountains, which were separated by a river, dominated the 

landscape..

A. Separate clauses

B. Parenthesis 



Varied Fluency 4

Insert the missing commas into the sentences below.

A. Maths  was  her  favourite  subject  at  school  even  though  she 

found  it  tough.

B. The  football  match  which  had  kicked  off  late  due  to  the 

traffic  jam  was  going  to  finish  twenty  minutes  late.

C. In  May  this  year  Class  5  are  going  on  a  trip  to  the  War 

Museum  despite  it  being  a  long  drive.



Varied Fluency 4

Insert the missing commas into the sentences below.

A. Maths  was  her  favourite  subject  at  school, even  though  she 

found  it  tough.

B. The  football  match, which  had  kicked  off  late  due  to  the 

traffic  jam, was  going  to  finish  twenty  minutes  late.

C. In  May  this  year, Class  5  are  going  on  a  trip  to  the  War 

Museum, despite  it  being  a  long  drive.



Application 1

Write a sentence that uses a pair of commas to separate clauses. 

Use the word bank to help you.

lake swimmers cold

mountain which sunny



Application 1

Write a sentence that uses a pair of commas to separate clauses. 

Use the word bank to help you.

Example answer: The lake, which was freezing cold, was popular 
with swimmers.

lake swimmers cold

mountain which sunny



Reasoning 1

Which sentence uses a comma correctly?

A. By setting off straight after lunch, they hoped to reach their 

destination by teatime.

B. By setting off, straight after lunch they hoped to reach their 

destination, by teatime.

Explain your answer.
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Explain your answer.

A uses a comma correctly because…



Reasoning 1

Which sentence uses a comma correctly?

A. By setting off straight after lunch, they hoped to reach their 

destination by teatime.

B. By setting off, straight after lunch they hoped to reach their 

destination, by teatime.

Explain your answer.

A uses a comma correctly because it separates the clauses in the 

sentence.



Reasoning 2

Eesa thinks he has used commas correctly for parenthesis.

She arrived at school, which was in the town centre ten minutes later 

than planned, because the bus broke down. She thought she was 

definitely going to be in trouble so ran from the bus stop to her 

classroom.

Is he correct? Explain your answer.
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Reasoning 2

Eesa thinks he has used commas correctly for parenthesis.

She arrived at school, which was in the town centre ten minutes later 

than planned, because the bus broke down. She thought she was 

definitely going to be in trouble so ran from the bus stop to her 

classroom.

Is he correct? Explain your answer.

Eesa is incorrect because he has not used a pair of commas around 
the extra information. There should be a comma after ‘centre’.


