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Dear M.other,

I have finally been .able to write to you! How .are you? It seems much longer than 6 .months when the
~vicious Romans irw.aded owr homes in Gallia and we were separated! The last few mweeks hove been
incredibly eventful! The violent Romans captured me, along with 100 .other young Gauls, .and made ws w.alk
200 miles from Gallia to Rome. Lt w.as exhausting w.alking in the sweltering heat. My leather sandals
rubbed .my swollen feet row .and we were allowed only small amounts of water to drink. Some men did .not
last the journey, their bodies just left .on the straight road. When we got to Rome the Romans made us
stand .on . stage in .o market place. We were the ones heing sold! Some men were sold to be slaves, others
to work in quarries. Due to my muscular physique and young age I was sold to become a gladiator!

We trained every doy from sunrise to sunset under the watch of the terrifying lanisters .and practised
fighting with wooden swords. We were made to fight eachother .and prepare for ouwr future fights in the most
Jamous amphitheatre in Rome- the Colosseum. If any men disagreed mith the intimidating lanisters .or not
followed their orders then then they mw.ould be whipped .and heaten. Luckily I have a talent for throwing
Apears accurately and wsing o net to capture opponents so the lanisters aren’t too hard on me. There .are
lots of different types .of gladiators, depending on the weapons and .armour they wear. Lt isn't just .other
gladiators we will fight in the great area, but wild .animals too! I have heard that lions, tigers .and even
bears are put in the .arena to entertain the crow.ds of Rome. The thought of fighting .an .oggressive wild
animal scares me, they are much stronger than a human .and have razor sharp claws and teeth!

I waos told yesterday that the lanisters .are pleased mwith my progress in training and I will bhe

participating in .my first fight tomorrow! I feel sick with nerves at having to fight for my Life in front of
thousands .and the Emperor of Rome. AU I can do is pray to the Gods to keep me alive. I hope that you
are well and managed to start a hetter life under Roman rule in Gallia.

Love Julius
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