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Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Assessment Changes

In past years the KS1 SATs testing was in line 
with the old curriculum and assessment levels.

However, in 2016 the new curriculum was 
introduced to Year 2 and as a result KS1 testing 
is in line with the new curriculum, therefore they 
are now much more challenging and expectations 
are increasingly higher.



The Tests

At the end of Year 2, children will take assessments in:

• Reading;

• Maths.

• Our school will also administer the optional English: 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling SAT assessment 
in order to support our teacher-assessed level in 
Writing. 

The tests will be taking place during the w/b 21st May 
2018



Assessment and Reporting

• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) have 
now been abolished, as set out in the government guidelines.

• Since 2016, test scores are reported as ‘scaled scores’.

• This means it is difficult to compare the assessment of 
children with the ‘old levels’ with children being assessed 
against the current expectations. 

• We have the highest expectations and cover all required 
elements of the curriculum, similar to previous years.

• The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high 
expectations which all schools have worked hard to meet 
since 2016. 



Scaled Scores

What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

• It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national 
standard’. 

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a 
score on the scale, either at, above or below 100.

• The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 
and an upper end point above 100.

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100 
or above) will be judged to have demonstrated sufficient 
knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.



Scaled Score Examples

On publication of the test results in July 2018:

• A child awarded a scaled score of 100 is judged to have 
met the ‘national standard’ in the area judged by the test.

• A child awarded a scaled score of more than 100 is judged 
to have exceeded the national standard and demonstrated a 
higher than expected knowledge of the curriculum for their 
age.

• A child awarded a scaled score of less than 100 is judged 
to have not yet met the national standard and performed 
below expectation for their age.

When you receive your child’s annual school report you will 
be told whether they are working below, at or above the 

national standard.
If you want to know their exact score please see your child’s 

class teacher.



Reading
The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 ⋅ Contains a selection of texts totalling between 400 and 700 
words with questions about the text.

• Paper 2 ⋅ Contains a reading booklet of a selection of passages 
totalling 800 to 1100 words. Children will write their answers to 
questions about the passage in a separate booklet. 

• Each paper is worth 50% of the marks and should take 
approximately 30 minutes to complete, although the children are not 
being assessed at working at speed so will not be strictly timed. 

• The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and 
understanding of a child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require
short answers and some require an extended response or explanation.



Reading example questions:



Reading example questions:



Reading example questions:



Reading example questions:



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: spelling (20 marks).

• Paper 2: questions (20 marks).



SPaG example questions:

Spelling:
Within the assessment, the spelling words are read out to the 
children to fill into the gaps within the sentences. In this 
example, the missing spelling words are: pack, sky, shell and 
baby.



SPaG example questions:



SPaG example questions:



Mathematics

Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic, lasting approximately 25 minutes 
and worth 25 marks. It covers calculation methods for all 
operations.

• Paper 2 covers problem solving, reasoning and 
mathematical fluency, lasts for approximately 35 minutes 
and is worth 35 marks.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills and question styles 
will be varied including multiple choice, matching, true/false, 
completing a chart or table or drawing a shape. Some 
questions will also require children to show or explain their 
working out.



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2: Reasoning



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2: Reasoning



Thank you for coming!

Any questions?


